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A Living Centre for local people

What does a healthy community look 
like? That’s what we’ve been asking 
people in the neighbourhood and we are 
using their answers to develop our Living 
Centre into a practical community facility.

An organisation called Well London 
has been working with the Crick, Somers 
Town and St Pancras Community 
Associations and local volunteers to come 
up with ideas for the services the Living 
Centre could offer.

About 400 residents have been 
interviewed on the street or on their 
doorstep and a further 135 neighbours 
of all ages took part in four group 
discussions held at local community 
centres. Well London also gathered 
information about the age, diversity, 
health and lifestyle of the local population 
and looked into existing services and 
facilities.

A full discussion of the research 
results took place at a Community 
Action Workshop attended by residents 

and representatives from the Crick and 
community organisations. 

In general, people enjoy what Somers 
Town and St Pancras has to offer and are 
proud to live here, though feel that some 
facilities could be better. They came up 
with some good ideas for how the Living 
Centre could encourage healthier lifestyles. 

The most popular theme involved 
bringing the community together through 
education, events, affordable social and 
health activities, projects to connect 
generations, information sharing, and 
better coordinated use of space.

Recommendations included fully 
involving residents in developing 
the Living Centre’s services; always 
taking into account the diversity of the 
population; and considering how things 
work together, for example mother and 
child facilities.

A full report on the outcomes of the 
research will be published soon and we 
will keep you informed of progress.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE FRANCIS CRICK INSTITUTE AT WWW.CRICK.AC.UK

ABOUT THE CRICK

The Francis Crick Institute 
(formerly UKCMRI), is a 
new medical research 
institute being built at Brill 
Place, Somers Town.

It’s named after one of the 
UK’s greatest scientists, 
who co-discovered the 
structure of DNA.

The institute is a 
partnership between 
the Medical Research 
Council, Cancer Research 
UK, the Wellcome Trust, 
UCL (University College 
London), Imperial College 
London and King's  
College London. 

Discoveries made in the 
laboratories will speed 
up the development of 
treatments for major 
diseases such as cancer, 
heart disease and stroke.

The Francis Crick Institute 
will bring new jobs, 
community facilities  
and other benefits to 
Somers Town. 
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Above: Residents taking part in a discussion group. © Well London



Construction Working 
Group visits site  
In July, members of our Construction 
Working Group were shown around the 
Crick site so they could see the progress 
being made on the inside of the building.

Prince’s Trust apprentices 

Laing O’ Rourke has employed 11 Prince’s Trust students who 
completed their work placement on the Crick construction site. 
The scheme was managed by Logistics Manager, Ron Donald who 
said: “I was really impressed with the young people’s attitudes and 
commitment to work.  They were all motivated, eager and capable.” 

The students – all aged 16 to 24 – were assessed and allocated 
to a trade that interested them such as traffic marshalling, waste 
management, and bricklaying and they had the option to try another 
one after a few days.

Students and managers alike praised the scheme. Adam Donald, 
Waste Manager, complimented his apprentice: “David’s performance 
was great and I would have in my team anytime.” 

Ahtsham Ahmed, student, commented: “I have enjoyed it and 
showed how hard working I can be – I’ve also surprised myself with 
what I can achieve.” 

Topping out film
In June we held an event to celebrate completing the concrete 
shell of the Crick building. Sir Paul Nurse, Director of the Francis 
Crick Institute, and the Rt Hon George Osborne, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, laid the last shovelful of concrete to ‘top out’ the 
structure. About 600 guests watched the proceedings on huge plasma 
screens at ground level. 

You can watch the film at www.crick.ac.uk/toppingout

APPRENTICESHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

Laing O’Rourke is currently looking for 
young people to start apprenticeships. 
Apprenticeships are paid, last two years 
and include on-the-job training, as well as 
day release study at college. 
To apply for an apprenticeship, you should 
be aged 18-24, live in Camden, and want 
to work in the construction industry. 
To find out more call the King’s Cross 
Construction Skills Centre (KXCSC)  
on 020 7974 5161.

FOLLOW US ON 
 
For news about the Francis Crick 
Institute follow @thecrick. 

Above:  Prince’s Trust students with Laing O’Rourke’s Ron Donald (left) and Matthew 
Weatherby from the Prince’s Trust (right).



From bench to bedside
Some of the discoveries scientists make in the Crick’s 
laboratories will go on to become treatments for 
disease including cancer, heart disease and stroke. 

The process of developing scientific discoveries into 
drugs or other treatments that can be used to help 
patients is called translational research. 

We asked Professor Charles Swanton, group leader 
of Cancer Research UK’s Translational Cancer 
Therapeutics Laboratory, to tell us how it works…

What is translational research?
“Translational research brings together basic research 
and clinical research. At Cancer Research UK, we focus 
on improving our understanding of cancer and finding 
ways to beat it.

“Our bodies are made up of millions and millions of 
cells smaller than the size of a pinpoint. Basic researchers 
dig deeply into these tiny structures to form a better 
understanding of how things work at the most basic  
level in the body. 

“Clinical researchers work with patients, often in 
hospitals, to test new treatments. They find out how 
patients respond to different doses and combinations  
of drugs and whether there are side effects.

“Translational researchers are interested in working  
out how discoveries made by basic researchers might be 
used to develop treatments. They also learn from the 
results of the trials conducted by the clinical researchers.

 “These three types of scientists need to work together 
closely to get the best results for cancer patients.”

Tell us about your recent work
“I am particularly interested in why cancer treatments 
stop working.  In one study, a few years ago, we took 
several biopsy samples from different parts of cancerous 
tumours. After running a series of sophisticated tests we 
discovered that cancer cells present within a single tumour 
were not always the same. As the cancer cells were 
developing they were changing their genetic make up.  

“When normal cells reproduce they make a precise 
copy of the genome – that’s the entire set of 46 
chromosomes containing the genes that make you who 
you are. This makes sure the new cells act in the same 
way as all other cells of the same type. Lung cells,  
bone cells, breast cells and so on know exactly what  
they should be doing and just get on with it.

“The cancer cells were managing to reshuffle some 
of the genes just like a pack of playing cards. We call 
this chromosomal instability and this process may help 
cancers adapt to new environments, promote tumour 
spread, or contribute to cancer drug resistance. 

“Recently, the Cancer Research UK laboratory and 
other groups carried out an investigation into bowel 
cancer cells. Our research led them to the genes present 
in a part of a chromosome called 18q. If one of three 
genes in this area was missing, mistakes could be made 
in the normal copying process. None of these genes had 
previously been known to cause chromosomal instability.

“We can now look at turning this strength of cancers 
into a weakness. Too much instability prevents cancer 
cells from working normally, causing them to die.  
We’re now looking for ways in which this process can  
be targeted in order to tip cancer cells over the edge.”

Working at the Crick
“The Crick will offer a phenomenal research 
environment. Having physicists, biochemists, and so 
on, all working together under one roof will make 
collaboration a lot easier. But it’s more than that. 
Teaming up with some of the best universities for 
biomedical research will create enormous possibilities 
and full integration with clinical research will make  
a huge difference to getting treatments to patients  
more quickly. I am really looking forward to it.” 

RESEARCH 
FOCUS

WANT TO FIND OUT mORE?
If you’d like to know more about what’s happening at 
the Crick you can now sign up for our email bulletin, 
Crick News. Published every two months, the bulletin 
includes news and features on the construction 
of the Crick, our research plans, and our public 
engagement with science activities. To sign up,  
email info@crick.ac.uk.

There are over 200 different types of cancer because 
there are over 200 different types of body cells.
For more information about cancer and how it 
develops go to the Cancer Research UK website   
www.cancerresearchuk.org 

Above: Professor Charles Swanton, group leader of Cancer Research UK’s 
Translational Cancer Therapeutics Laboratory.



Summer get-together 

The Crick’s first community briefing was held in July. About 
40 people came along to hear about our recent community and 
education projects and get an update on the building works. 
The students who won the Crick Teaching Laboratory design 
challenge (see this page) presented their idea to the audience  
and there was plenty of time for people to ask questions.

John Wood, Chair of the Walker House Residents’ 
Association, enjoyed the evening. He said: “The presentations 
gave a good overview of the Crick’s projects. From the start, 
they promised to do a lot of things for the people who live here 
so it’s good to see they’re doing what they said they would.”  
He also wanted to mention how much he enjoyed the food 
provided by Somers Town café, Albertinis.

Katie Matthews, Head of Communication and Engagement 
at the Crick said: “It’s really important for us to keep in touch 
with people who live in the area. We have run some fantastic 
activities with community groups and we want to do more. 
Informal meetings like this help inspire others to start their  
own projects.”

If you are curious about what the Crick is doing, look out  
for the date of our next community briefing. If you can’t wait, 
pop in to our Visitor Centre on a Thursday between 2.00pm  
and 6.30pm.

Experience for the future 
Parsa Hassan Yazdi is a 16-year-old 

student studying Maths and Science 
subjects at A-level at Hampstead School.

He’s considering a career in science 
so took the opportunity to do a week’s 
work experience with the Crick.  
He said: “I realised that gaining some 
experience working in a biomedical 
research organisation could be useful 
for me in the future.”

Parsa’s work included suggesting ideas for fun and interactive 
science experiments for children and helping to write an article 
about the institute’s public engagement and educational events.

Summing up the week, Parsa said: “I enjoyed the variety of 
tasks as well as the experience of working in an office which  
is fresh and new to me. I liked the people around me and want 
to thank the Crick for the opportunity.”

Above: John Wood, Chair, Walker House Residents’ Association. 

STUDENTS’ LAB DESIGN 
CHALLENGE  
Students from a local college will see their 
design for the Crick’s teaching laboratory 
brought to life when the institute opens in 2015.  

Earlier this year we ran a competition for  
40 students studying at Westminster Kingsway 
College for their Level 3 BTEC Science 
qualification. 

In this real-life project the students learned 
about computer-aided design, gained 
presentation skills, and visited the Crick site. 
They also spoke with staff, architects and 
scientists to find out about who would use the 
laboratory and to get advice on technology  
and health and safety.

The young people, aged 16 to 18 years, 
presented their finished design proposals to a 
panel of experts at a Dragons’ Den style final. 
The judges included representatives from  
our founders. 

Dr Richard Treisman, Director of Cancer 
Research UK’s London Research Institute, 
said: “The projects were fresh, exciting and 
of an incredibly high standard – and the 
students presented their work professionally 
and enthusiastically. We judges had a tough 
decision to make.”

The winning design shows two distinct areas 
in the laboratory. One is equipped for practical 
group work led by a scientist; the other is 
a space for individual study kitted out with 
colourful bean-bags and access to the latest 
technology.

Below: Participating students and judges after the winners 
were chosen at the final. Bottom: The winning students talk 
about their ideas at the Crick Community briefing.



Scientists in the making  

During the summer, our partners’ scientists took part in events 
designed to inspire the scientists of the future.

Students keen to get hands-on experience in a professional 
laboratory attended our second half-day Biochemistry 
Masterclass run in partnership with the Royal Veterinary 
College and Camden Council. 

Dr Maria Ocampo-Hafalla from Cancer Research UK’s 
London Research Institute led the class of 25 A-level students. 
After watching demonstrations of the experiments, students 
did their own investigative work using specialist laboratory 
equipment and facilities they don’t have at school. Later they 
discussed their results at a group seminar.

We also took part in Ernst & Young’s Smart Futures 
programme which gives 50 Year 12 students three weeks’ work 
experience. These young people get the opportunity to learn  
key business skills and find out about a range of career paths. 

The group visited the Crick construction site to find out  
about our project. They also met Dr Khalid Siddiqui from the  
Medical Research Council’s National Institute for Medical 
Research (NIMR) and took part in a science communication 
skills workshop run by the Science Museum’s Outreach team  
at Coopers Lane Tenants’ Hall.

Students were quick to tweet about their experience at  
the Crick …

‘Learned a lot about science and cancers and DNA  
and loads more!’

‘Amazing day! Thank you Smart Futures for fulfilling  
my scientific dream!!’

Ed Kirwan, also from the NIMR, led a workshop at the 
Global Generation’s Big Bang Summer School. Here, 12 young 
people aged 11 to 13 years from Regent High School took 
part in a range of fun activities to learn about environmental 
sustainability and the latest exciting scientific discoveries about 
the universe.

For more information about these projects, go to  
www.globalgeneration.org.uk or www.ey.com/UK/en/Careers/
Students/Schools---Smart-Futures

Science and Story 
celebration event 
Children’s delighted cries of ‘I drew that!’ were 
commonplace at our event held to launch the books 
created through our science and story project.

About 200 local people took part in the project 
to produce three books aimed at helping children 
understand more about the Crick and the work  
it will do. In June, all involved were invited to  
an event at One KX to celebrate the publication  
of the books. About 75 people came along –  
young people, scientists, architects, community 
groups and partner organisations including  
Pop Up Projects. 

Children were excited to see and read the books 
they had helped illustrate – as were their parents 
and Crick staff! The author and the illustrators 
who led the illustration, sculpture and screen 
printing techniques workshops were on hand  
to sign the books. 

The Crick’s Education and Outreach Manager 
Alexis Mannion said: “We realised that we had 
no literature or information for younger people. 
The illustrators and children’s writer have been 
fantastic, the children and their parents really 
enjoyed the workshop sessions, and everyone is 
thrilled with how the books have turned out.”

We printed 3,000 copies of each book which 
are now being distributed to schools, community 
groups and local libraries. If you want a copy, 
please email education@crick.ac.uk

Children also enjoyed seeing themselves on the 
film made of the project. Watch it on our website 
www.crick.ac.uk/news/cricknews/issue-07/science-
and-story

Garbo’s Travelling Tea Room, a local small 
business, provided delicious cakes and 
sandwiches for our event.

www. garbostravellingtearoom.com

Above: Students taking part in the Ernst & Young Smart Futures programme spent 
a day learning about the Crick.
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GET IN TOUCH
If you have any questions, please 
contact us. 

Email:  info@crick.ac.uk

Web:  www.crick.ac.uk

Phone:  0800 028 6731

Facebook: facebook.com/ 
thefranciscrickinstitute

Twitter:  @thecrick

Post:  The Francis  
Crick Institute 
Gibbs Building 
215 Euston Road 
London, NW1 2BE

Visit:  The Crick Visitor 
Centre, Ossulston 
Street (opposite 
Hadstock House),  
NW1 1HG

Staff will be on hand to answer 
your questions and you will be  
able to see the latest designs  
and plans for the building.

OPENING TIMES  
Thursdays: 14.00-18.30
We can also open the Visitor 
Centre for groups on request. 

The construction of the Francis Crick Institute is running to schedule 
and the final shape of the building can be seen clearly.

Installation of the curved steel frame for the roof is nearly finished 
and the aluminium louvre panels are now being fitted. These will let 
light into the building and remove unwanted heat. It will take 2500 
louvres to complete the roof – more than 400 are already in place. 

Fitting glass and terracotta panels to the outside of the building 
is continuing and going well. The south side, which faces the British 
Library, is almost fully clad. As we go into autumn, we will start 
cladding the front face of the institute – that’s the side facing St 
Pancras station.

During the summer there were 800 workers on site. By December 
there will be around 1200. Most will be working inside the building, 
installing services and fitting out the space.

OUTLINE TImETABLE
Early Summer 2011  
Building work started.

Autumn 2013  
External work completed, 
internal fit-out starts. 

Summer 2015  
Internal works 
completed.  
The building is ready for 
use and staff move in. 

CONSTRUCTION 
UPDATE

Construction questions? Call the construction hotline free  
on 0808 165 0180, or email projectinfo@laingorourke.com

This newsletter tells you about 
the Francis Crick Institute and its 
plans to build a medical research 
centre on Brill Place, Somers 
Town. If you would like a copy in 
Bengali, please send your name 
and address to The Francis Crick 
Institute, Gibbs Building, 215 
Euston Road, London, NW1 2BE 
or email info@crick.ac.uk.


